9 May 2017 —Term 2 Week 4

Dear Parents,
“Never see a need without doing
something about it.” - Mary
MacKillop

Mission—
We are an inclusive
community
committed to high
levels of learning for
all.
Our School Student
Protection Contacts:
Miss Donnelly and
Mr Maher

Please note:
This week:
 NAPLAN—
 Early nights
 Good breakfast
 At school on time
 Trivia night family
donation of a box of
chocolates
 School Fee payments
The school has
been informed
of students
absences due to
conjunctivitis.
We request that parents
are diligent in quickly
identifying and treating
eye issues and informing
the school.
St Patrick’s
School – A
Nut Aware
School.
Parents are
requested to be diligent with items
packed in lunch boxes.

Naplan Assessment(National Assessment
Program – Literacy and Numeracy )—
Today saw our Year 3 and 5 students begin
the 2017 series of Naplan assessments
with the ‘writing’ and ‘language
conventions tests.’ Testing of any nature
or purpose can create levels of anxiety
that can be seen in our children. Having
children understand that test based
assessments are not a competition but a
measure of our best is an integral step in
addressing or preventing concerns.
These assessments are among many that
schools like ours use on a yearly basis to
measure the collective effects of our
teaching. Such data is analysed and used
to focus directions in teaching and
learning in the years that follow.

All students were treated to the show— ‘Puss in
Boots—Pet Detective’ last Tuesday afternoon. The performance focused on ‘resilience’ in being able to cope
with life’s challenges. The show’s focus complimented
our school’s social emotional program - ‘You Can Do It’ perfectly!

This morning our students were cool and
calm as they ‘got down to business.’ This
positive attitude is in no small part a credit
to the support provided by their parents and teachers in the lead up to this week. Please
continue to support your child/children this week in these tests by ;

getting them to bed on time—children of this age need a minimum of 10 hours sleep each
night;

starting the day with a substantial, healthy breakfast—high in energy but low in sugar
(fruits, eggs, wholegrain cereal);

and by reassuring them that their best is all they can give.
Learning does not begin and end with a test– assessments are part of life and part of the
continual learning journey.
Parent/teacher interviews— Our Term Two parent/teacher interviews are almost at there
conclusion. Our teachers have been thoroughly impressed with the response both in parents
attending these meetings and with the enthusiasm our parents have in shown in wanting to be a
part of their child’s learning. As mentioned in previous weeks, parents/carers are always
encouraged to speak with teachers to discuss their child’s progress. Our teachers are more than
happy to offer suggestions that will further progress your child’s learning.
Teacher professional learning—This Friday our teachers will attend the ‘Thinking and Learning
Conference’ in Brisbane. Teachers will be attending the full day with education guru Dylan
William. Dylan has invested much of his career in steering systems, schools and teachers towards
adopting formative assessment practices in teaching and learning that enhance student learning.
As a team of teachers, our conversations around school-aligned formative assessment practices
began last year in earnest. This professional learning opportunity will serve to consolidate our
learning and drive further work in our assessment practices with and for our students.
God Bless

‘Excellence is not being the best, it is doing your best’
Author unknown
Tyronne Maher
Principal
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School News
Assembly Roster Term 2
Friday’s at 9am:
Week 4: Talgai
Week 5: No Assembly
Gala Day
Week 6: No Assembly
Gala Day & Under 8’s
Week 7: Leaders
Week 8: Principal
Yr5/6 Broncos Cup
Week 9: Leaders
Week 10: Whole school
presentations of ‘You
Can Do It’ - Getting
Along

Happy Birthday
this week to:
Seth Esson

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
AWARDS Term 2
Week 3
Talgai — Mili Walker for
excellent participation in the
“Puss in Boots’ show.
Cunningham —
Angus McArthur for
demonstrating a great work
ethic and beautiful manners.
Dalrymple – Hally Mutch for
improved participation in
class discussions.
Glengallan —
Sarah Brown for her
enthusiasm for learning and
willingness to improve.

Mary MacKillop Award Trustworthy
Talgai —
Thomas Peters
Cunningham —
William Peters
Dalrymple —
Bridey Breen
Glengallan —
Corey Deehan

Federal Government announcements— This week you
would have heard some information in the media regarding
the government’s new nation-wide school funding proposal.
Included in this information has been the forecasting of
possible effects on Catholic schooling. Attached to this
week’s newsletter is some information regarding this
proposal. At this stage the model is a proposal and must go
through parliament before its details are finalised.
Gala Days and ‘Under 8s Day’— The 19th and 26th of May
will see our 8,9,10,11 and 12 year old students attending the
Central Downs Gala Days. These days provide an opportunity
for students to play soccer, netball or rugby league in a
supportive and positive environment (league not open to 8
years students). Thank you to those of you who have already
expressed an interest in helping to manage the teams on the
day. Many of our students do not play these sports on a
regular basis and for this reason your support is always
appreciated.
Under 8’s day will be held on the 26th of May at
Clifton State School. The beach theme for this is centred on
the theme of ‘Country to coast– children learning through
play’. Children will engage in activities while learning water
safety rules to keep them safe. More information will be
provided as it comes to hand.

Well done to Jack, Atticus and Billy who
attended the Darling Downs Touch Football Carnival last Tuesday. The boys enjoyed a very full day of fun and competition as part of the under 12’s Southern
Downs team.

Cross country runners—Congratulations to our runners that
competed in the Southern Downs level of competition last
Thursday at Killarney. Four of our students finished in the
top 10 of their respective age divisions. Notable mention
goes to Porscha Mathie who placed third in the 11 year girls division. Porshca will go on to represent
our school at the Darling Downs Carnival to be held on the 23rd of May. Well done to Porscha and to
all students on their efforts.

Dalrymple News

We’ve had a wonderful start
to Term 2 in Dalrymple!
The students have been learning about humour
in poetry in English,
fractions, decimals and money in Mathematics, location and mapping in
Geography, and food and fibre technologies and production in Design
Technology. The students are looking forward to visiting IGA on Thursday where they will be practising purchasing and giving change. This will
be followed by a special afternoon tea with some of our student’s
mothers for Mother’s Day.
To help us improve in our writing we have been doing daily quick writes. We are
given ten to fifteen minutes to write on a given topic and then another five minutes
to edit. We are hoping that this will help us write quicker but also effectively.

Learning Fun

This term, Dalrymple have been learning how to be
persistent. Each day we set goals to help us stick to a plan to
improve our learning. Sometimes it is difficult to be persistent when we are faced with
challenging tasks but we have adopted the F.A.I.L mentality (First Attempt In Learning).

You Can Do It!

We read a nonsense poem about ‘Two Dead Boys’ and the amazing thing
was the deaf people could hear, blind people could see and mute people
could shout. That was all after the two dead boys had got up to fight. The students found it very
funny!!! It was a great poem for Dalrymple to learn about nonsense words.

Did you know?

Congratulations to Hally Mutch, our Dalrymple VIP, for her
excellent work in being more involved in classroom discussions.
Bridey Breen was the recipient of the Mary MacKillop award for trustworthiness in Week 3!

Students of the week
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Parish News
LITURGY TIMES
1ST SUNDAY OF
MONTH –
MASS 9AM
2ND, 3RD SUNDAY OF
MONTH – MASS for
winter 5pm
4TH, 5TH SUNDAY OF
MONTH – LITURGY OF
THE WORD – 9 AM

School Mass –
Term 2
Family and friends are
invited to share with
their children the following celebrations:

Next P & F Meeting Wednesday 17th May
at 7pm in the Library.
Don't forget Trivia night is on soon. Please:
 Donate your box of chocolates
 Organise your baby sitter so you can come along
 Book your table.
 Contact Alana if you can help out on the night
 Organise a table for your work mates, friends or
family
 Like and share our Facebook page
Thanks Alana

Tuesday 23rd
May 9.30am
Mary Help of
Christians
St Patrick’s Family
Mass 9am
Sunday 4th June
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What’s Happening at St Patrick’s Allora?
DATE CLAIMERS- 2017
9 May

Allora Tennis Club

JUNIOR FIXTURES
Starts Monday 8th May 3:30pm
For School aged children,
$5 per player each week, Free Club Membership
Games and Activities modified for beginners…
Please phone Mandy Mutch 0428365676 for further information or email alloratennisclub@gmail.com

10 May
11May
19 May
23 May
26 May
13 June
23 June
10 July
15 Sept
3 Oct
16 Oct
1 Dec

NAPLAN testing—Yr 3 & 5 Language Conventions and
Writing
NAPLAN testing—Yr 3 & 5 Reading
NAPLAN testing—Yr 3 & 5 Numeracy
1st Gala Day - 8’s,9’s,10’s,11’s,12’s
DD cross country
2nd Gala Day - 8’s,9’s,10’s,11’s,12’s
Under 8’s Day—Clifton S.S
Early Years Expo—St Patrick’s
(under 5s)
Term 2 Ends
Term 3 Starts
Term 3 Ends
Term 4 Starts
Student Free Day (School Closed)
Term 4 and School Year Ends
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