
 

 

 

 

 

 

St Patrick’s School Allora Newsletter 
 

Celebrating 100 years of education in 2016 

“Never see a need without doing 

something about it.” 
 

Children’s Mission Statement: 

Just like Mary MacKillop we use Jesus 

as our touchstone to try our very best 

to learn and to care. That is why we 

show respect to all. We: Speak and act 

kindly, gently and politely; Keep our 

hands, feet and objects to ourselves; 

and Follow directions straight away. 

 

Adult’s Mission Statement: 

Just like Mary MacKillop we use Jesus 

as our touchstone to provide a learning 

and caring community. We will strive 

to ensure that all children develop 

their gifts spiritually, socially, 

academically, physically and 

emotionally to nurture lifelong 

learning. 

Important for this week. 

 

School Fees 
Term 1 School Fees are due 
Friday 26th February. 
Payments can be made either 
by cash or cheque to the 
school office or by Direct Credit 
into the school’s bank account. 
Direct Debit forms for regular 
fee payments have been sent 
home to families who have 
expressed an interest in this 
option. Additional forms are 
available from the school 
office. 

 

  

St Patrick’s School – A Nut 
Aware School.   We are aware that 
a child and/or children has/have a 

severe anaphylactic reaction to 
peanuts. Parents are requested to 
be diligent with items packed in 

lunch boxes. 

 

 

18 February 2016 

 

 

Term 1 Week 4 

 

 
Dear Parent and Caregivers, 

Our Professional Learning Team yesterday, as part of our fortnightly meetings, 
presented the growth in student learning that they had recorded as part of 
their class’s numeracy and reading focus. The growth recorded is very exciting 
and the professional conversation that came from this forum provided different 
areas of focus within these larger areas for the next two weeks. Each of the 
classes, in addition to their specified numeracy focus, will be concentrating on a 
specific comprehension strategy for the following fortnight. We look forward to 
the results that come from these observations and the conversations around 
them.  Please feel free to talk to our teachers if you have any questions around 
these focus areas. 

Nine of our students competed yesterday in the Southern Downs Swimming 
Trials. By all reports the competition was fierce, the student behaviour was 
excellent and a good time was had by all. Thank you to those people that were 
able to get along on the day to support their children. It certainly means a lot to 
your children and adds to the team spirit of the day. 

On Tuesday Miss Mary Donnelly and I attended a Student Protection Training 
Day run by the Catholic Education Office of Toowoomba. As the student 
protection contacts of our school, we were taken through all of the very 
important protocols followed by all schools in our diocese. Posters have been 
displayed around the school and tomorrow during assembly we will discuss 
with the students what our roles entail in this very necessary aspect of school 
life. 

Our opening Mass of the year will be celebrated next Tuesday at 9:30am in the 
Church. In this mass our year 6 students will be inducted into their leadership 
positions and presented with their school badges. Our prep students will also 
be welcomed and presented with a special certificate. Everyone is welcome and 
we look forward to celebrating this very special occasion. 

Today the new Executive Director of the Catholic Education Office of 
Toowoomba, Dr Pat Coughlan, visited the school. Dr Coughlan was shown 
around the school and met with the students before having some lunch with 
the staff. Parents and friends of our community will have an opportunity to 
meet Pat on the Sunday of our centenary celebrations. We thank Dr Coughlan 
for taking the time to visit our wonderful school. 

God Bless, 

 

Tyronne Maher 
Principal 
 

“Courage, courage, trust in God who helps you in all things”  
St Mary MacKillop (1882) 



 

  
  

School News – 
 
Centenary Celebrations- Flower Arranging. 
Excitement is building around our celebrations for our centenary on the 12th and 13th of March 
as we reach the ‘pointy end’ for organising for this very special event.  Students have been very 
busy practising the items that they will present as part of the mass on the Sunday. While the 
students are doing their part, we are calling on some parents to assist also. 
We are calling on some talented members of our school community to help in the organisation 
of the flower arrangements for the church for the Sunday Mass. If you can help or you know 
someone who can, could you please contact the school so that contact details can be passed 
on. We look forward to your reply and viewing the beautiful ‘fruits’ (flowers) of your labour. 
Bus Behaviour 
Thank you for your continued support of our high expectations of student behaviour on school 
buses. If you have any concerns around student behaviour we encourage you and your 
children to report this to staff at school as soon as possible. 
Bullying – No Way! 
The school has registered for the National Day Against Bullying and Violence. This day, which 
is normally observed on the 18th March, will be observed on the 17th March here at our school 
(due to the Cross Country). In the days leading up to this date students will engage in lessons 
around identifying and reporting of bullying behaviours when they arise. 

Week 2 of Lent  

We are taught that Jesus lived his life facing real temptation and that temptation 

was a measure of his humanity. As we enter this second week of Lent, let us ask 

ourselves how we face the temptations in our lives. When times get tough and we 

feel hungry and alone, do we still trust in God? When our life seems too empty, do 

we still believe in the God who loves us deeply?  Do we have an attitude of 

expectation and entitlement, or do we realise the blessings involved in serving 

others? 

Whilst these are not easy questions to answer, they are the types of questions 

that we regularly ask ourselves during the liturgical season of Lent, as it is a time 

when we endeavour to gain clarity and energy to try new ways of being.  No matter 

what practices we choose for our Lenten journey, remember that it is only for 40 

days. May you find peace and renewal during the coming weeks. 

Karine Preston 

APRE 

 

 

Good Luck to our Central Downs Tennis Team 

Assembly Roster Term 1  

Friday’s 8.45am 

Week 4: Year 6 Leaders 
Week 5: Year 6 Leaders 
Week 6: Dalrymple 
Week 7: Year 6 Leaders 
Week 8: Cunningham 
Week 9: Easter Liturgy (Thur) 

 

School Masses – Term 1  
Family and friends are invited to  

share with their children the  

following celebrations: 

 

Tuesday 23rd February –  

Opening School Mass 9.30am 

Thursday 17th March –  

St Patrick’s Feast 9.30am 

Thursday 24th March –  

Easter Liturgy 9.30am 

 

Happy Birthday. 

Best wishes for a Happy Birthday 
to: 

Hugh Denny 
 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
AWARDS Term 1 Week 3 

Talgai – Sophia Fein for trying hard to 
do her best work. 

Cunningham – Alicia Deehan for 
working well on her reading this 
week. 

Dalrymple – Sarah Brown for being 
helpful and organised. 

Glengallan – Jack Wright for 
extraordinary results in mathematics. 

 

Mary MacKillop Award -  
Trustworthy. 

Cunningham – Reagan Pendergast 

Dalrymple – Jack Phelan 

Glengallan – Reuben Sullivan 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 

18 February 2016 

 

 

Term 1 Week 4 

 



P & F Update and Parish News 
 

11 February 2016 

 

 

Term 1 Week 4 

 
PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION  

(Meetings held every 2nd Wednesday of the month) 
 

From the President’s Pen:  

Just a reminder that tomorrow evening is our first P&F function with our 
P&F from 6pm. Our P&F executive for 2016 is: 

 President – Roy Nott 

 Secretary – Jaunita Breen 

 Treasurer – Peggy Fein 

 Vice President – Kirsty Gibson 

 Uniform Co-ordinator – Deanna Kotsopoulos 

We all look forward to seeing you tomorrow evening. 
Roy Nott 
President  
 

 

Parish News 
 

LITURGY TIMES 

1ST SUNDAY OF MONTH –  

MASS 9AM 

2ND, 3RD SUNDAY OF MONTH – 

MASS 6pm 

4TH, 5TH SUNDAY OF MONTH – 

LITURGY OF THE WORD – 9 AM 

Glengallan Family Mass –  

9am Sunday 1st March 2016. Notes 

went home with students this week 

asking for participants. Please 

return to the school office asap. 

 

Have Fun, Get Active, Make 

Friends & Try Synchronised 

Swimming. 

Girls aged 7 to 107 are kindly 

welcomed to our free Come and Try 

session to try something new and 

discover the sport of synchronised 

swimming and meet our friendly 

Aqualina team. Synchronised 

swimming is creative sport which 

allows girls to develop swimming 

confidence whilst improving their 

strength, endurance, fitness, creativity 

and coordination.  

DATE: Sunday 28th February 2016 

TIME: 10:00am - Midday 

VENUE: Milne Bay Aquatic and 

Fitness Centre 

Bookings required. To register, 

simply visit 

www.aqualina.org.au/toowoomba  

 

Warwick Hockey Sign on Day 
Saturday 20th February 
Hockey Clubhouse 
10am - 12noon 
BBQ & Fun Activities  
Come along and have a Go!!!! 
Season starts 5th March, 2016 
 

http://www.aqualina.org.au/toowoomba


 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT  

ST PATRICK’S………. 

 
2016 

Feb 19 P & F sponsored Meet and Greet 
BBQ for all families 6pm 

Feb 23 Opening School Mass 9.30am 
Mar 12/13 St Patrick’s School Centenary 

Celebrations 
Mar 17 St Patrick’s Feast Mass 9.30am 
Mar 18 Cross Country at Clifton 
Mar 24 End of Term 1 
 
Apr 11 Start of Term 2 
Apr 25 ANZAC Day  
May 2 Labor Day (Public Holiday) 
June 24 End of Term 2 
 
July 11 Start of Term 3 
Aug 19 Bishop’s Inservice Day (School 

Closed) 
Sept 16 End of Term 3 
 
Oct 4 Start of Term 4 
Oct 17 Pupil Free Day 
Dec 2 End of Term 4  
 
 

 

 

What’s Happening at St Patrick’s 
 

11 February 2016 

 

 

Term 1 Week 4 

 

Call for shoe boxes for class activities 

 

 
Remembering 100 years of St Patrick’s School 

 

This is the second school building. It used to be a hall 

in Drayton Street. It was shifted by traction engine 

along the streets to the school grounds in 1921. This 

photo was taken in 1994 just before the building was 

demolished to make way for the present school. 
 

 

35 Arnold Street (PO Box 47) Allora Qld 4362 

Phone: 4666 3551 Fax: 4666 3351 

Email: allora@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Website: http://www.allora.catholic.edu.au 

 

mailto:allora@twb.catholic.edu.au
http://www.allora.catholic.edu.au/

