
 
Our 2016 Prep Students – 

ready to go! 

 

St Patrick’s School Allora Newsletter 
 

Celebrating 100 years of education in 2016 

“Never see a need without doing 

something about it.” 
 

Children’s Mission Statement: 

Just like Mary MacKillop we use Jesus 

as our touchstone to try our very best 

to learn and to care. That is why we 

show respect to all. We: Speak and act 

kindly, gently and politely; Keep our 

hands, feet and objects to ourselves; 

and Follow directions straight away. 

 

Adult’s Mission Statement: 

Just like Mary MacKillop we use Jesus 

as our touchstone to provide a learning 

and caring community. We will strive 

to ensure that all children develop 

their gifts spiritually, socially, 

academically, physically and 

emotionally to nurture lifelong 

learning. 

Important for this week. 

 
SCHOOL BELL TIMES 
8.40am Start of School 

10.50am Break start 

11.30am Break finish 

1.30pm Snack start 

1.50pm Snack finish 

2.50pm Pack up 

2.55pm End of School 

 

 UNIFORM DAYS 
 Monday – Dress uniform 

 Tuesday – Sports uniform 

 Wednesday – Dress uniform 

 Thursday – Dress uniform 

 Friday – Sports uniform 

 

 

St Patrick’s School – A Nut 
Aware School.   We are aware that 
a child and/or children has/have a 

severe anaphylactic reaction to 
peanuts. Parents are requested to 
be diligent with items packed in 

lunch boxes. 
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Term 1 Week 1 
20 

 

 
Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
Welcome to what we promise to 
be another year of learning here 
at St Patrick’s Allora in 2016. 
This year holds particular 
importance in that the school 
will celebrate its 100 year 
anniversary.  All families are 
urged to set aside the weekend 
of the 12th and 13th of March to 
enable all students and families 
to join in the festivities.  
 

We would like to extend a special welcome to the Prep students and their 
families. Prep students with family in tow arrived bright eyed and ready to 
learn yesterday morning. The community of St Patrick’s looks forward to 
working with our new families in continuing to build on the positive 
outreaching and supportive culture that has for many years been part of 
what we do.   
2016 also sees the addition of some new faces on our staff. We welcome to 
the Assistant Principal – Religious Education - Miss Karine Preston,our new 
Prep Aid e- Mrs Helen Pitstock and our Physical Education Teacher - Mr Mark 
Spranklin. Karine has worked in our diocese for a number of years and joins 
us from St Mary’s in Warwick. Karine is also the year 1/2 teacher in the 
Cunningham class.  Helen joins us from Allora State School where she has 
worked in many capacities as a school officer, from supporting student 
learning to assisting in the school’s sporting program. Mark has been a 
teacher in the area for many years and has a particular passion for cricket 
and athletics. We look forward to working with Karine, Helen and Mark and 
we know that the community will make them feel most welcome. In 2016 we 
look forward to the continued support of our Parish and our Parish Priest, 
Father Rod MacGinley.  

I look forward to getting to know all of our students and their families 

and working with all members of our community towards achieving 

success for all students.  

 

God Bless, 

Tyronne Maher 

Principal 

 

“We must teach more by example than by word.”  

(Saint Mary MacKillop1867) 
 



 

  

 

 

 

School News – 
Staffing  
Staffing for 2016 is as follows; 

 Prep (Talgai) – Mrs Lyn Geyle and Mrs Helen Pitstock (School Officer – Prep Aide) 

 Yr 1 and 2(Cunningham) – Miss Karine Preston/ Mr Stephen Clark: every Thursday and 
every second Tuesday. 

 Yr 3 and 4 (Dalrymple) – Mrs Cindy Dowdle 

 Yr 5 and 6 (Glengallan) – Miss Mary Donnelly/ Mr Stephen Clark: every Friday 

 Learning Support – Mrs Debbie Groombridge and Mrs Andrea Lewis (School Officer – 
Learning Support) 

 Administration Officer – Mrs Elizabeth Partington 

 Music classes and tuition- Mrs Lesley Telford 

 Physical Education – Mr Mark Spranklin 

 Science – Mr Stephen Clark (Every Wednesday) 

 Occupational Health and Safety Officer – Mrs Andrea Lewis 

 Librarian – Mrs Jan Watkins and Mrs Julie- Anne Flynn (School Officer – Library Assistant) 

 Cleaner – Sian Edge 

Attendance Rolls 
School attendance rolls are marked at 8.45am each morning. If your child is late to school then 
please inform the school office of their arrival. 

2016 Library Time 
All classes will be having library time on a MONDAY to borrow books.  
Please return books to the library on Monday before school. 

Consent Note (purple) 
Attached to this newsletter is a Parent Consent form for various activities associated with our 
school. Parents/Caregivers must read the information carefully and return the completed and 
signed form to Mrs Partington by Monday 1st February.  

Uniform 
Students started the day yesterday looking sharp and ready for business. Parents and 
Caregivers are reminded that in the event of students not being able to wear the correct 
uniform that a dated note of explanation needs to be addressed to the classroom teacher. 
Sports uniform is to be worn on Tuesdays and Fridays only unless otherwise directed. As per 
the school’s uniform policy students are to have their hair regularly trimmed and for girls 
neatly tied back (if shoulder length or longer). Please see the uniform policy online for further 
direction on uniform expectations. Thank you for your assistance in building positive school 
culture in the community. 

Central Downs Swimming 
The Central Downs Swimming Carnival will be held on the 8th February in Clifton. Once the 
program has been received we will notify students of their inclusion as soon as possible. 

Parent/ Teacher Class Information Evening 
All parents/caregivers are encouraged to attend our Parent/ Teacher class information evening 
on Monday the 8th February. Teacher presentations will cover general expectations and will be 
of half an hour in length and presentations will flow as indicated below to cater for those 
families with more than one child attending the school: 

 

 

 

 

 

Assembly Roster Term 1  

Friday’s 8.45am 

Week 1: Year 6 Leaders 
Week 2: Show Holiday 
Week 3: Year 6 Leaders 
Week 4: Glengallan 
Week 5: Year 6 Leaders 
Week 6: Dalrymple 
Week 7: Year 6 Leaders 
Week 8: Cunningham 
Week 9: Easter Liturgy (Thur) 

 

 

School Masses – Term 1  
Family and friends are invited to  

share with their children the  

following celebrations: 

 

Wednesday 10th February –  

Ash Wednesday Mass 

11.30am 

Tuesday 23rd February –  

Opening School Mass 9.30am 

Thursday 17th March –  

St Patrick’s Feast 9.30am 

Thursday 24th March –  

Easter Liturgy 9.30am 

 

Happy Birthday 

Best wishes for a Happy Birthday 
to: 

 

Abbey Mortimer, Elyse Peters,  

Hally Mutch, Amy Morris,  

Brayden Henry, Alana Burton,  

and Billy Keogh 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
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Term 1 Week 1 

 

5:30- Mrs Cindy Dowdle in Dalrymple (yr 3/4) 
6:00 – Miss Preston in Cunningham (yr 1/2) 
6:30 – Miss Lyn Geyle in Talgia (Prep) 
7:00- Miss Mary Donnelly in Glengallan (5/6) 

We look forward to your attendance. Parents requiring more specific information about their 
child/children are encouraged to make an appointment at a mutually agreeable time with the 
classroom teacher.  

 



P & F Update and Parish News 
 

28 January 2016 

 

 

Term 1 Week 1 

 
ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL P & F NEWS 
Our school community would like to extend a warm welcome to new and 

current families for the new school year.  This year brings about some 

changes to our school staffing and on behalf of the parent community we 

welcome Mr Tyronne Maher, our new school principal, and wish him well in 

his role as leader of our dynamic little school.  We also wish to acknowledge 

and welcome new staff members, Miss Karine Preston (APRE & Year 1/2 

class teacher); Mrs Helen Pitstock, (School Officer – Prep Aide); and Mr 

Mark Spranklin (HPE 1 day per week)  

We also welcome those of you who are new families to our school.  We wish 

you well encourage you to come along to our meetings as an opportunity to 

meet other members of our parent body.  There will be a great opportunity to 

do this at our Meet & Greet evening on 19th February at 6pm, where parents 

and staff have the chance to meet and network together. 

To keep you up to date with our school calendar of events there are a number 

of items for consideration and require parent support and participation to 

ensure a successful year ahead. 

 

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION  

(Meetings held every 2nd Wednesday of the month) 
Our P & F Association is the nucleus of our school community.  It is not just 

for an elective minority of parents, all parents are urged to become involved.  

Although an important part or our role is fundraising, to ensure there is funds 

available for upgrades and maintenance of our school environment and 

educational initiatives, it is not the Association’s sole purpose.   It is also a 

way in which you can be informed of what is happening within the school, 

the educational goals and commitments of the staff, and discover where we 

as a parent body can support these initiatives for the benefit of our children’s 

learning and development in a holistic approach.  Any expertise or special 

skills, or even contribution of your time and assistance to support various 

events is most welcome.  

Our first meeting of the year is set down for February 10th, commencing at 

7pm.  It would be wonderful to start of the year in a very positive way with 

an abundant attendance record.  Let us show the staff we care about our 

children’s education and wish to support them wherever there is a need.  

 

Report on the Heritage Weekend Drinks Stall by Sue Higgins 

(sad-to-be-outgoing P&F Vice President ) 
As you may know, our local schools have the opportunity to run the drinks stall at 

the annual Heritage Weekend, held at the Showgrounds last weekend, 23/24 Jan.  

This year was managed by Allora State School and was a BUMPER year for sales 

so, as a result, both St Pat’s and Allora S. S. will kick off the year with a healthy 

start to fundraising. Huge thanks to the families who committed to doing a shift at 

the stall at what is always a busy time for everyone.  HERE’S CHEERS! to Al 

Denny, Leanne Doepel, Carol Morris, Alana Deehan, Nikki Pendergast and 

Dave Peters who made themselves available this year.  Thanks also to Kylie Brasch 

and Karen Brown for co-ordinating the St Pat’s roster this year.  Past St Pat’s 

student, Tom Higgins was also a fantastic volunteer who, along with the wonderful 

support from the Year 10 students and helpers from Allora SS made the job run very 

smoothly.  This is always a wonderful exercise in community spirit and it will be St 

Pat’s turn to manage it in Jan 2017.Special mention must go to Charlie Thorne of 

Warwick Ice Supplies who donated ALL of the ice over the very hot weekend.  

Details of shared profits and constructive feedback will be discussed at the first P&F 

meeting. 

 

 

Parish News 
 

LITURGY TIMES 

1ST SUNDAY OF MONTH –  

MASS 9AM 

2ND, 3RD SUNDAY OF MONTH – 

MASS 6pm 

4TH, 5TH SUNDAY OF MONTH – 

LITURGY OF THE WORD – 9 AM 

Glengallan Family Mass –  

9am Sunday 1st March 2016 

 

ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL 

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

2016 

 
This year marks a special celebration 

on our school calendar.  The count 

down is on for our big 100 years 

celebrations of St Patrick’s School on 

March 12th - 13th.  We acknowledge 

the commitment of the Parish in 

forming a Centenary Committee who 

have worked tirelessly on the 

foundations of the celebrations.  We as 

the school community need to come 

forward and offer our support to ensure 

the preparations are completed in time 

for a successful celebration. 

The celebrations kick off with the ‘Art 

in the Convent’ Art Show, organised by 

the P&F Association on the Saturday 

evening, March 12th .The evening will 

involve wine and cheese as well as 

music. The display continues 

throughout the day Sunday. Anyone 

who can give of their time in 

preparation for this momentous 

occasion are encouraged to attend the 

next Centenary meeting on Thursday 

February 11th at 7pm in the Parish 

room at the back of Mackillop House. 

 



 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT  

ST PATRICK’S………. 

2016 
Feb 5 Allora Show Holiday 
Feb 8 Central Downs swimming carnival 

– Clifton 
Feb 8 Parent Information Night from 

5.30pm 
Feb 10 P & F AGM and 1st general meeting 

– school library 7pm 
Feb 19 P & F sponsored Meet and Greet 

BBQ for all families 6pm 
Mar 12/13 St Patrick’s School Centenary 

Celebrations 
Mar 24 End of Term 1 
 
Apr 11 Start of Term 2 
Apr 25 ANZAC Day  
May 2 Labor Day (Public Holiday) 
June 24 End of Term 2 
 
July 11 Start of Term 3 
Aug 19 Bishop’s Inservice Day (School 

Closed) 
Sept 16 End of Term 3 
 
Oct 4 Start of Term 4 
Oct 17 Pupil Free Day 
Dec 2 End of Term 4  
 
 

Lost Property 

These items are at the school office for collection. 

 

What’s Happening at St Patrick’s 
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Students, would you like to enter in the 

Allora Show?  

Friday 5th & Saturday 6th Feb 2016 

The Allora Show showcases a wonderful array of 

entries in the Pavilion, and you can have the chance 

to enter in:- 

 Cooking  

 Vegetable characters 

 Lego 

 Scrapbooking 

 Craft 

 Art 

 Photography 

 And many more 

 
Visit the website 

http://www.allorashow.org.au/schedules.htm  

to see entry details and schedules 

 
Please see attached flyer for new category – 

SECTION ‘O’ – FINE ARTS 

 

35 Arnold Street (PO Box 47) Allora Qld 4362 

Phone: 4666 3551 Fax: 4666 3351 

Email: allora@twb.catholic.edu.au 

Website: http://www.allora.catholic.edu.au 

 

http://www.allorashow.org.au/schedules.htm
mailto:allora@twb.catholic.edu.au
http://www.allora.catholic.edu.au/

