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“Never see a need without doing 
something about it.”  

- Mary MacKillop 

 

Mission— 

We are an inclusive 

community 

committed to high 

levels of learning 

for all. 

Please note: 
 
Next Week: 

 Book Week Dress Up 
Monday 21st August 

 Sports Uniform on 
Tuesday 22nd  
August instead of 
Wednesday. 

 Tuck shop orders in 
the Blue Bin by  
Tuesday 22nd  
August for Friday 
25th August. 

 

 

St Patrick’s 
School – A 
Nut Aware 
School.  
Parents are 
requested to be dili-
gent with items 
packed in lunch boxes. 

 
Dear Parents, 

Ready to learn— As Parents and teachers (educators in the lives of 
our children) we are always looking for ways to improve a child’s 
capacity to learn. Much of a child’s ability to learn on a given day 
comes down to their ability to concentrate.  Diet is one of many 
factors that effect a child's ability to engage in the learning 
going on in the classroom. 

Suzy Barry, editor of ‘School News—Australia’, suggests that 
psychologists, specializing in behaviour management, have 
identified preservatives, colours and additives in packaged 
foods as being detrimental to concentration and cooperative 
behaviour. Even suggesting that these additives can exasperate 
hyperactivity in children.  These concerns, in addition to the 
obvious effects of such foods in contributing to obesity, warrants 
vigilance around what we are putting into our children’s lunch 
boxes. 

Such preservatives and additives found in many packaged foods 
will not be found in an apple, a banana, or in a cheese sandwich. 
Getting children ready to learn is our responsibility. It starts with a 
healthy breakfast of low sugar, high fibre food and continues at 
school with healthy, low preservative alternatives for lunch.  

Please make sure that your child has something healthy for lunch 
and afternoon tea each day. 

(Information sourced from—http://www.school-news.com.au/food-and-beverage/
optimum-nutrition-for-the-school-day/) 

 
Southern Downs Success—Last Friday the Southern Downs 
Athletics Carnival was held at Allora State School. Twenty of 

our students made up 
the strong Central 
Downs Team.  
 
All students 
represented their 
school and region 
proudly. Notably, 
Patrick Denny was awarded the Under 9’s Age Champion 
medallion and Darcy Pitstock was awarded the Under 10’s 
Runner Up Age Champion. 
 
As a result of their efforts, six of our students have been 
nominated for the upcoming Darling Downs Athletics 
carnival to be held on Tuesday 29th of August. 
Congratulations and good luck to George Nott, Porscha 
Mathie, Jack Wright, Darcy Pitstock, Ella Hagenbach and 
Patrick Denny . 

Our School Student 
Protection Contacts:  
Miss Donnelly and  
  Mr Maher 

God Bless 

 

 

 

 

Tyronne Maher 

Principal 

‘There is only one happiness in this life, to 
love and be loved. ‘         George Sand. 

 
Read more at: https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/

georgesand383232.html?src=t_life  

Are we setting 

our  children up for 

learning each day? 

Congratulations to Billy, 
Jed, Seth and Chad who 
represented our school at 
the Brisbane International 
School Challenge last Fri-
day. A fun day for all! 
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Assembly Roster Term 2 
Friday’s at 9am: 

Week 6: Leaders 
Week 7: Leaders 
Week 8: Cunningham 
Week 9: Leaders 
Week 10: Whole School 
You Can Do It presenta-

tion “Persistence” 

 

Happy Birthday 
this week to: 

Jonte May 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

AWARDS  

Term 3 Week 5 

 

Talgai— Thomas Peters 
for his excellent effort in 
completing homework. 

Cunningham —  
Joshua Millard and  
Archie Brown for being 
consistently reliable and 
participating actively in all 
class activities. 

Dalrymple – Harry Wright 
for being a confident 
learner and displaying a 
proactive attitude. 

Glengallan —  
Aliza Schelbach for 
getting work done 
efficiently and then going 
to assist others. 

 

Mary MacKillop Award -  
Trustworthy 
Talgai — Jake Burns 

Cunningham -  
 Sarah Morris 

Dalrymple - Hally Mutch 

Glengallan — Seth Esson 

School News 
 Book Week ! - It’s a huge week in the  

Library next week where we will be  

celebrating Book Week from Monday the 

21st to Friday the 25th August. On  

Monday the 21st at 8:40 we will hold our 

Book Week dress-up parade.  Students 

will come dressed as their favourite book character and are encouraged to bring a copy 

of the book to school.  Prizes will be given for the most creative costumes in each class. 

Readers Cup competitions will be held in each class on Monday 21st August.  

St Patrick’s Storytelling on Monday 21st August at 2:30 – 2.55, all parents welcome. A 

shortlisted book will be chosen by each teacher and students will nominate which  

story they would like to hear, without knowing which teacher is reading each story. 

We will also be hosting a Book Fair which will run from Monday 21st August until 

Wednesday 23rd August.  I will be opening up the fair at 8:00am each morning and on 

Monday I will keep it open until 3:30pm for those of you who may like to come in the 
afternoon.  If before or after school times don’t suit, you may come in during school 

hours. 

I look forward to seeing you at the Book Fair.  Remember, a percentage of every dollar 

you spend is then donated to the library by Carnival Book Fair. Julie-Anne Flynn 

 

There are many strategies that you can use to help your child to read 
longer, unfamiliar words that they cannot sound out?      

1.  Look for parts they know at the beginning of a word (eg. Un;  pre;  mis;  re;  ex;  non)   

2.  Look for familiar patterns at the ends of words  (eg.  ly;  ion;  ful;  less;  er;  ing;  ed;  ness)    
3.  Look for vowel patterns  (eg.  ai;  ee;  ea;  igh;  oa;  ar;  au;  or;  oi;  oo;  ow;  ou)    
4.  Break the word into syllables (eg kit-ten;  fro-zen;  al-pha-bet-ic-al;  fran-tic-al-ly)   
5.  Make a best guess—Does it sound right?  Does it make sense?  If not  encourage them to RE-READ 
and try again. 

Helping your child 

As you would 
have read in Mr Maher’s reflections over recent 
weeks, teachers at St Patrick’s have been heavily 
involved in attending professional learning days 
with teachers from across the Toowoomba  
diocese, to enhance our instruction of reading, 
particularly in the early and mid-primary age 
groups.  We have been privileged to be working 
with reading specialist, Mrs Pat Edgar, to learn the high impact literacy approaches as identified by 
acclaimed educators, Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey and John Hattie. We are looking forward to putting 
these strategies into practice.    Last week we began as a whole school to re-test children with either 
the PM Benchmark or Probe to assist us in grouping children in the most advantageous way for them, 
so that we can better cater for specific needs in classes. 

Around the Classrooms 

It is important that your child knows that there 
are 26 letters in the alphabet—5 vowels and 21 

consonants.  The letter y can sometimes act as a vowel.  Letter names are constants whereas the 
sounds they make may vary within words (eg. Annie, April, Autumn)  It is also important for all children 
from the end of prep onwards to know how to break words into syllables and to be able to identify 
that all syllables must have a vowel sound. A good knowledge of syllables is essential for continued 
success in the reading and spelling of words.  

What does my child need to know? 

Learning Support News 
By Debbie Groombridge Learning Support Teacher 

Sports uniform change 

for week 7—Students 

are to wear their sports    

uniform next Tuesday 

(22nd August) instead 

of Wednesday. 
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Parish News 

 

LITURGY TIMES 

1
ST

 SUNDAY OF MONTH 

–  

MASS 9AM 

 

2
ND

, 3
RD

 SUNDAY OF 

MONTH – MASS for 

winter 5pm  

 

4
TH

, 5
TH

 SUNDAY OF 

MONTH – LITURGY OF 

THE WORD – 9 AM 

 

 

 

 

2017 Sacramental  
Program 

Children involved in this 
year’s Sacramental 

Program will be introduced 
to the Parish community at 
Family Mass on Sunday 6 

August.  

Confirmation will be 
officiated by Bishop Robert 
on Friday 1 September at 

6.00pm. We will be joined 
by children and their 
families from Clifton.  

Children will make their 
First Communion at Mass 
on Sunday 10 September 

at 5.00pm. 

Contact Ros Hibberd on 

0409277 510. 

 

 

The next P & F Meeting Wednesday 16 August at  

7pm in the Library.  

Our annual fete will be held on Friday 20 October. A meeting has been held to commence  
planning. We have filled all positions except secretary. If you are able to fill this role please  
contact me. Monique Bryson has done this job for a number of years and needs a break. She and 
the committee are happy to support anyone who is prepared to fill this role. If you could help in 
any other way please do so. Our next meeting is at 7.00 pm on Monday 21 August. Please attend 
if you are able. Our P&F Association benefited greatly from the profits of last years fete with a 
generous donation of one third of the profits, which amounted to $4500 for our organization.  
Roy Nott 

Tuckshop—Friday 25th August, Orders in the 

Blue Bin NO LATER than Tuesday 22nd August  

Sweet Treat—Custard Cup $1.00 

Additional Resources for School. 

Once again Woolworths are running their Earn and 

Learn promotion. From Wednesday 26th July, for every 

$10.00 spent at Woolworths a sticker will be given, fill a 

sticker sheet and then drop into the  

Collection Box in the school hall. 

Collection ends 19th September we then submit the total collected and re-

deem our points as resources from Modern Teaching Aids. 

Late Slips— Each school day begins at 8:40am (play from 8:25am) 
sharp. Students arriving after this time will need to collect a late slip 
from the front office.  We have found that some students in the past 
have not presented themselves at the office and this has resulted in  
unnecessary phone calls to parents causing unwanted stress.  
Every minute of every day counts in learning. Please ensure your child/
children are on time and ready to learn by 8:40am each morning. Your 
support in this is greatly appreciated. 
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DATE CLAIMERS- 2017 

16 Aug P&F meeting 

21 Aug Reader’s Cup—dress up as your            
  favourite book character! 

  7pm Fete meeting—all welcome. 

21 to 23 Aug Book Fair in school library 

25 Aug SD Cricket, Slade Oval Warwick 

29 Aug DD Athletics Harristown SHS 

1 Sept 6pm Confirmation— 
  Sacramental Program 

8 Sept P&F Family Movie Night 

10 Sept 5pm First Holy Communion-  
  Sacramental Program 

15 Sept Term 3 Ends 

 

2 Oct  Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

3 Oct Term 4 Starts 

4–6 Oct Year 5/6 Camp 

16 Oct Student Free Day (School Closed) 

20 Oct Parish FETE 

1 Dec Term 4 and School Year Ends 

What’s Happening at St Patrick’s Allora? 

 
 
 

Influenza Season— 
 
We currently have many children fighting off the 
flu or flu symptoms. The flu vaccination is  
available for any child over 6 months of age.  
Other ways you can help prevent the spread of  
influenza is by; 
 Washing hands regularly—especially  

before eating 
 Coughing or sneezing into the elbow  

(not the hands) 
 Getting plenty of rest and staying away 

from school while symptoms persist. 
 Seeing your doctor for medical advice. 
As always, please notify the school of your child’s 
absence and the reason/s for the absence. 
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