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“Never see a need without doing 
something about it.”  

- Mary MacKillop 

 

Mission— 

We are an inclusive 

community 

committed to high 

levels of learning 

for all. 

Please note: 
 

This Week: 

 Please return Fete 
Art Union Tickets to 
school office. 

 Please return Fete 
BBQ volunteer time 
sheet. 

  Prep Orientation 
Thursday 19th  
October 

 Library—new book 
covering helpers 
needed, see last 
page. 

 School Family Mass 
Sunday 5th  
November at 9am 

 

St Patrick’s School –  
A Nut Aware School.  
Parents are requested 
to be dili-
gent with 
items 
packed in 
lunch boxes. 

Dear Parents, 

Training— How many times would  rugby league star; Jonathan Thurston; practise a kick or 

Firebirds netball goal shooter; Romelda Aiken; practise shooting a hoop? 1000? 10000 times? For 

young students learning to read, the practice rate is no different.  

Yesterday, during a reading workshop, we were reminded again of the need to practise, practise, 

practise when it comes to nurturing reading strategies for developing readers. Readers need to 

read or write a word at least 1000 times before its 

use or reading of it becomes automatic. For our 

learners this automatic recall in reading is called 

‘automaticity’. 

The core purpose of reading is to understand what 

is written. Without age relevant levels of 

automaticity, a child cannot gain a clear 

understanding of what has been read. This is 

because so much of their thinking is going into 

decoding words that should be automatic to them. 

Success is beyond their reach and reading becomes difficult and, as a result, avoided.  

To develop automatic recall of sight words, high frequency words and reading strategies, young 

children need repeated reads of a text with the support of an adult.  Teacher assigned books sent  

home for homework are ideal for this practice as they are leveled in alignment with the abilities 

of your child.   

In this practice, your child needs to know that you 

think reading is important. Our children learn most of 

their attitudes from us. Seeing you read, is of great 

importance in modelling the importance of learning to 

read. If we accept some of the strategies that children 

will use to avoid important reading practice sessions, 

then children will use them regularly. Keep sessions 

short, positive and frequent (every day).  

 

Good Luck Darcy! - Darcy Pitstock is off to the Queensland Sport and 

Athletics Centre (formally QE2) in Brisbane today to compete in the 

Queensland Primary School Track and Field Championships. Part of the 

Darling Downs Team, Darcy will compete in long jump against other 

students from across Queensland. This is a wonderful achievement and 

the school community wishes him well in doing his best.  

Our School Student 
Protection Contacts:  
Miss Donnelly and  
  Mr Maher 

God 
Bless 

 

 

 

 

Tyronne Maher 

“I can't change the direction of the wind, but 
I can adjust my sails to always reach my  
destination.”    Jimmy Dean 

Read more at: https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/
jimmydean131287.html?src=t_inspirational  

“Research shows that learning to 
read is one of the most  
important factors in school  
success and that an early  
exposure to books and stories  
substantially contributes to  
success in early literacy.” 
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/research/research-about-literacy-and-reading#. 

“There are strong links  
between literacy, school  
performance, self-esteem and 
life chances with poor literacy 
skills being linked with lower 
education, earnings, health 
and social outcomes .” 
https://www.better-beginnings.com.au/research/research-about-literacy-and-

reading#. 

Good Luck Darcy! 
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Assembly Roster Term 4 
Friday’s at 8.50am: 

Week 2: Leaders 

Week 3: Leaders 

“Persistence”  

Week 4: Leaders 

Week 5: Leaders 

Week 6: Dalrymple  
Remembrance Day 

Week 7: Leaders 

Week 8: Whole School 
presentation  
You Can Do It 

“Confidence/
Persistence” 

Week 9: Christmas  
Liturgy 10.30am 

 

 

Happy Birthday for this 
week to: 

Makiah Scotney 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

AWARDS  

Term 4 Week 1 

Talgai—  

Maggie Philp for starting 
the term with a focused, 
disciplined attitude to 
learning. 

Cunningham —  
Alicia Deehan for great 
participation in 
mathematics. 

Dalrymple —  
William Brasch for being 
proactive in his learning 
and setting some 
challenging learning 
goals. 

Mary MacKillop Award -  

 Inclusive 
Talgai —  
 Jack Hansford 

Cunningham -  
 Zara Sullivan 

Dalrymple -  

 Dakoda Cunning 

 

School News  

Professional Learning Day; 16th October— Next Monday the 
16th October is marked on the calendar as a pupil free day. On 
this day, both teachers and school officers will be engaged in 
professional learning around the teaching of reading. 

Playgroup Tomorrow— St Patrick’s School is now a registered 
Playgroup Queensland school. Our play group’s first gathering 
is tomorrow at 9:30am on the Parish 
meeting room verandah. This is free to 
all parents of young children in the  
community. Play groups are a  
wonderful opportunity for children to 
develop communication skills vital for a 
smooth transition into Kindy programs. 
Please contact the school if you have 
any further questions. 

Fete Baking— Disposable plates have 
gone home today with each family.  
Some baking for the fete’s cake stall 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Congratulations to our week 1 , 
term 4, sight word champions. 
Keep up the good work  
students! 

 

 

 
Last week we welcomed 
four of next year’s 

Preps into Talgai. All had lots of fun, and this 
year’s Preps were excellent class leaders for 
the morning. Thankfully, Miss Preston obliged 
by taking the Year Ones, who also got a taste 
of being in Year Two. Everyone enjoyed  
participating in the morning’s activities. 

In class, students have been learning about 
the features of different environments  
especially those in Allora. In addition,  
students identified many local activities, and enjoyed constructing  
elements of Allora’s main street for our 3D map. 

Talgai News 
Learning Fun 

This term’s ‘You Can Do It’ focus is Confidence. By 
improving a child’s confidence, we are developing 

their belief that they can succeed. It helps them to face their fears head-on 
and to be a risk -taker. 

You Can Do It! 

Working Memory involves the ability to keep information in your mind for a short 
period to be able to use it for further processing e.g. mental arithmetic, verbal 
instructions or remembering directions. We are only able to store 5-9 elements at 

a time. Because of this, learning spelling allows students to free up the working memory so they can think about 
what they are writing and learning sight words allows them to think about what they are reading. 

Did you know? 

We congratulate Maggie Philp for a great start to the term. She 
received the Student of the Week Award for applying ‘Shell’ in a 

disciplined way which enabled her to focus on her learning. Jack Hansford deservedly received the Mary 
McKillop Award for his inclusive attitude to his peers in all activities.  

Students of the week 

Welcome back to our year 5/6 students who returned happy 
and weary from camp last Friday. Thank you to Miss Donnelly  
and Mrs Lewis for giving their time to attend. 

mailto:allora@twb.catholic.edu.au
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Parish News 

LITURGY TIMES 

1
ST

 Sunday of month 

MASS 9AM 

2
ND

, 3
RD

 Sunday of 

Month – MASS 6pm 

4
TH

, 5
TH

 Sunday of 

Month – LITURGY of 

the WORD – 9 AM 

 

School Family Mass 

Sunday 5th November 

9am, followed by 

shared morning tea 

 

Term 4 Tuckshop Dates 

 Friday 27th October 

 Friday 10th November (Sweet treat maker needed) 

The next P & F Meeting Wednesday 8th November at  
7pm in the Library.  

Fete preparations 

With St Patrick’s Fete looming quickly on the calendar, it is timely to remind families of some 
upcoming preparations. We thank you for your support of our parish fete. 

Bottle Stall: The ‘Bottle Stall’ continues to be a success and a big hit with the children. Bottles 
full of goodies are donated to the bottle stall and children purchase tickets to randomly win 
them. Each year we have a bottle competition between classes to see who can bring in the 
most bottles. The final winner is decided as per the average for each class (ie. the number of 
bottles collected divided by the number of students in each class). Last year Dalrymple were 
the winners. There will be an additional prize  
awarded this year to the class with the greatest variety of bottles. Ideas include; pencils, rub-
bers, hairbands, toys, lollies, pen etc. No soft drinks thank you. Please start collecting and 
bringing them in to display on the port racks in front of each classroom.   

Working Bee/Set Up: Please set aside the afternoon after school on the 18th October to 
come along and assist in the setting up of chairs, stages and tents on for the fete. Our aging 
parish  
really appreciates the support of our parents in making this quicker and easier.  

Celebrating ‘The King’: The 40th anniversary of Elvis Presley’s passing is this year. To  
commemorate this event at this year’s Fete, students and parents are encouraged to dress 
up as the King. Prizes will be given to the best dressed. 

P&F BBQ: Please return your roster sheet indicating when you are available to the school 
office as soon as possible. 

******************** 

Summer School Uniform 

Students have now 
switched to summer uni-
form. Some students have 
grown quite a lot in the 5 
or so months it has been 
since they last wore them. 
Please check for fitting 
length and size of uniforms 
and whether or not anoth-
er size is required. The 
school’s uniform policy can 
be viewed on our school’s 
website. Bike pants for girls 
are a very good way of 
affording extra privacy 
however these should not 
be seen falling below the 
line of the dress. Thank you 
for supporting our school’s 
high standards of dress and 
presentation. 

http://
www.allora.catholic.edu.au
/
up-
loads/7/6/8/4/76842231/
uniform_policy_2017.pdf  

mailto:allora@twb.catholic.edu.au
http://www.allora.catholic.edu.au
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DATE CLAIMERS- 2017 

 

16 Oct Student Free Day—Professional learning 
  and planning  for staff (School Closed) 

18 Oct Working Bee - Fete (after school) 

19 Oct Prep orientation no.2 

20 Oct Parish FETE 

31 Oct 9.30am Mass All Souls/All Saints 

5 Nov School Family Mass 9am 

13th Nov to 17 Nov Swimming Lessons — Daily 

24 Nov Swimming Carnival 

28 Nov End of year mass and graduation—6pm 

1 Dec 10.30am Christmas Liturgy 

  Term 4 and School Year Ends 

What’s Happening at St Patrick’s Allora? 

The Library has acquired about one  

hundred new books, mostly Junior  

Fiction and Non-Fiction.  I have been 

busy cataloguing them and the children 

are keen to borrow.   I would ask any  

parents who may be available to cover a 

few, to please come and see me on 

Mondays or Tuesdays.  I have already 

cut the covering and they are ready to 

go.   

With much hope, Julie-Anne Flynn 

Bricks4Kidz Workshops being conducted at  
Cobb+Co Museum over 4 Saturdays in Term 4. 

 

Introduction to LEGO® MINDSTORMS® EV3 Robotics 101 

Four Saturdays - Oct 14, Oct 28, Nov 11 and Nov 25, 2017 

9:30am – 12:00pm  (Price $180) 

Senior Robotics - basic principles of robotics and  
programming - Ages 9 +  

 The LEGO®  Club – Amazing Animals 

Four Saturdays - Oct 14, Oct 28, Nov 11 and Nov 25 

9:30 – 10:30  (Price $54) 

Build LEGO models of the animals - learn & discuss fascinating  
facts about these animals - Ages 5+ 

Link PDF flyer: https://www.bricks4kidz.com.au Toowoomba-2017 

Website for bookings: https://www.bricks4kidz.com.au/brisbane-springfield/

mailto:allora@twb.catholic.edu.au
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